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Published: Wednesday, November 30, 1988
In early September this year, the University of El Salvador launched a campaign to obtain funds
from the government earmarked for the university. A chronology of government harassment
and repression of university personnel follows: Sept. 1, 1987: Salvador Ubau, leader of the UNTS
(National Union of Salvadoran Workers) and of the University of El Salvador Workers Association,
was abducted by heavily-armed Treasury Police agents in civilian dress. Fourteen months later,
the Treasury Police still refuses to admit responsibility for the abduction. Ubau is now considered
"disappeared." Jan. 1, 1988: Beginning in January, the "Committee for the Rescue of the University"
escalates accusations against university authorities, claiming that they are diverting funds to
the guerrillas and to rebel front organizations, i.e., the University Center (equivalent to student
government organizations in the US). The Committee's membership includes two or three
university employees. Sept. 2: The University community launched a campaign to demand the
release of funds earmarked for the institution in the national government budget. In September,
students and university employees participated in sit-ins at the presidential residence, the Treasury
Building, and the metropolitan Cathedral. The presence of heavily armed riot squad police was
constant. Sept. 7: As part of the university community's campaign to obtain designated funds,
a caravan was organized on university grounds to march to the presidential residence. During
the course of the march, police follow participants. Protesters are bombarded with verbal abuse
by the police over loudspeakers. Sept. 13: In Santa Ana, the Army attacks members of a protest
march organized by the university community as it prepares to get underway. Forty students are
captured and several injured. In San Salvador, riot police and soldiers from the First Brigade attack
participants in a university community protest march as they head toward the Treasury Building.
Several students are wounded and one policeman accidentally shoots himself in the turmoil. A
total of 241 people were arrested, including several foreigners. A few students are handed over to
the courts for prosecution, but all are released within the week. Oct. 1: The local press publishes
an open letter authored by 30 US congresspersons who demand that the State Department release
the $2 million which the US Congress has approved for the renovation of the UES. Oct. 4: In San
Salvador, Raul Escamilla, member of the Association of UES Workers (ASTUES), is assassinated on
campus. Oct. 18: Daniel Huezo, member of the UES Student Association, is abducted by security
forces. The executive and the armed forces step up their campaign against the university. Oct.
26: Victor Manuel Recinos Barrientes, a student detained during the Sept. 13 demonstration was
killed. Nov. 15: ASTUES leader Jorge Alberto Martinez Gonzalez was assassinated. Manuel de
Jesus Amaya Renderos, accused of "having received terrorist training in the Chemistry Faculty of
UES," was abducted by the National Police. Nov. 16: While erecting a banner at the main entrance
of the university campus, two students were taken into custody by soldiers from the First Brigade.
After a group of students attempted to free their companions, the soldiers opened fire. Several
students were wounded in the incident. Nov. 17: Thirty soldiers from the First Brigade invade
the university campus for about about 30 minutes. During a news broadcast on local Channel 12,
armed forces chief Col. Ponce declared that the university is a "nest of subversion." Consequently,
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he said, military intervention is necessary to put an end to "terrorism" at the University of El
Salvador. [UES background brief. The Salvadoran military has occupied the UES on three previous
occasions: Sept. 1, 1960, ordered by Col. Jose Maria Lemus; July 19, 1972, under the orders of Col.
Arturo Armando Molina; and on June 26, 1980 as ordered by the civilian-military junta headed
by Jose Napoleon Duarte. A "university in exile," formed in the early 1980s, rented off-campus
study space during the early 1980s. On May 22, 1984, the military finally left the campus. After the
soldiers' departure, and their direct control over university affairs terminated, student enrollment
significantly increased, and several new organizations were established, including the Association
of UES Professors (ADUES), Coordinating Committee of University Workers (CCTU), and the
Salvadoran Students' Front (FEUS). Next, the Salvadoran University Students' General Assocation
(AGEUS) was reactivated. On Oct. 10, 1986, an earthquake destroyed 70% of the university's
administration and classroom buildings in San Salvador.] (Basic data from 11/18/88 report by East
Bay Sanctuary Covenant, Oakland, Calif.)
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